
It started innocent enough. Around 10:15 pm. July 20 I noticed 

some lightening off to the north of my home near North Table 

mountain. Out of nowhere huge winds came up and it started to 

hail… lots of hail and lots of wind. In about 15 minutes it passed us 

by. I went outside to survey the damage. Lots of leaves stripped off 

my trees and my tomato plants pummeled into green sticks. Totally 

bummed I went to bed. On my way to work the following morning 

I surveyed the damage. All the trees I could see along I70 were 

stripped of foliage...not good. Our office in east Arvada was un-

scathed. Strange? Then at 7:45 the phone began to ring. Clients in 

Wheat Ridge, Lakewood and Arvada started calling in. Trees blown 

down, trees snapped in half, trees all over the house, cars crushed 

by trees!  

OMG!!! Here we go again. Tom, Tony and I set out to answer the 

calls. We found total devastation wherever we went. The only thing 

I can compare what I saw to was news clips from Hurricane 

Katrina. Enormous spruce and deciduous trees blown over, once 

glorious shade trees stripped of all their limbs, nothing but standing 

stumps, pines and spruce trees void of needles. What a mess. These 

events truly break my heart. We try for years to grow  nice trees and 

in less than 15 minutes they are gone. The initial cleanup took about 

2 weeks. Now we are trying to 

repair some of the trees that 

remain and might have a 

chance.  

The question now is what can 

we do to try and salvage what 

is left? Pruning: prune out only 

what is broken. Don’t worry 

about shape now. The tree 

needs every possible bud it has 

to try and re-grow. In time 

limbs will sprout from stubs 

and in a few years “crown res-

toration” 

pruning will 

help the tree 

recover. Fer-

tilization: wait 

until this fall to 

deep root fer-

tilize. Many 

trees are re-growing as I write. 

We don’t want to push too 

much growth now as it may 

not have time to harden off 

before winter. Lastly is time. 

This is not the first time trees 

have been damaged in our area. 

There are many survivors from 

past events. They wear their 

war wounds like true soldiers. 

Some did not survive the war 

and new troops have been 

planted to take their place.  If 

we can be of assistance please 

call.       

Kevin Jones   

Hurricane Hail Storm Damages Trees and more 

You may have heard some news 

about the Black Walnut trees 

dying in Boulder. The news is 

bad. We attended a seminar June 

26th at Prospect Park in Wheat 

Ridge put on by CSU and the 

Forest service. 2 things are hap-

pening; 1st is the Walnut twig 

beetle that attacks the trees and 

2nd is a fungus named 

“Thousand Cankers disease” that 

is carried by the twig beetles. 

Bottom line: There is no cure for 

either the beetles or the fungus! The 

beetles and the disease are now 

throughout Denver and front range 

and are spreading east. And guess 

what is causing the spread? People! 

Authorities are pleading for people 

not to move any walnut wood out of 

infested areas. They fear that if in-

fested wood makes it’s way into the 

mid west it may wipe out all Black 

Walnuts. If you own a Black Walnut 

symptoms start with foliage turning yellow and wilting. Even-

tually the entire tree is dead. Have it removed and dispose of 

the wood properly. Don’t keep it for fire wood or give a chunk 

to a wood worker friend. This is how it got out of hand in the 

first place. The unfortunate part of this whole thing is that they 

have not found any way to prevent the beetles from attacking. 

Sprays are ineffective and systemic insecticides have not been 

tested or registered yet. Black Walnuts are technically a food 

crop and that complicates matters all the more. Once the dis-

ease is noticed there are no treatments for the fungus. All one 

can do for now is hope the beetles don’t find your tree. :-( 

Bad News for Black Walnuts 
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